
SHERWOOD   U3A 
Learn Laugh Live  NEWSLETTER  January 2022 

Hello to all Sherwood U3A members,   
Remember that this is a quarterly edition and you will not receive another copy until April.  Please keep this in case 
you need to refer to any of the information contained in this issue.  However the committee have agreed to 
change things so please read the newsletter carefully.                                                                               Sue Robb (Editor) 

If you have any questions about specific things please contact the following who will find out the 
answers to your concerns and try to come back to you with the answers: 

Chairman                                   Jeremy Lloyd         

Membership                                 Rita Foulkes          
Groups and Deputy  
Membership (Postal)                  Terry Dillon           
Welfare                                          Sandra Rogers       
Holidays                                                 Contact the holiday organizer whose details are in this newsletter.  

Treasurer (inc. venues)               Margaret Taylor    

Deputy Treasurer (Groups)        Diane Storey         
Health and Safety                         Claire Wilkie          
Newsletter/General                     Sue Robb                   

  

NOTICES   

Sadly we have to inform you of the death of Fred Brown.  Fred was a long standing member 
of the U3A. He was widowed but then found happiness again with Pam.  Fred and Pam 
enjoyed many holidays with the U3A but unfortunately Fred’s health deteriorated with the 
onset of Covid and he passed away recently.  We shall miss him and his tales and anecdotes 
about his time in the police force and our thoughts are with his family at this sad time. 

THIS MONTH’S SPEAKER 
January   Barbara Meyer, Wildlife Photographer -- ‘Big Cats, Around The Globe’ 
This popular talk will take the audience on a journey around the globe, exploring what are big cats, where they live, 

what are their situations and problems in their natural habitat, as well as what conservation efforts are out there to help 
them in their fight against extinction. 

February - Stephen Lovell  Britain’s Garden Heritage Discover the historical and individual influences on the modern day 

garden. Personal tales, anecdotes and mystery.  

IMPORTANT ADVICE AND INFORMATION 

MEETINGS   Some of you are aware that with effect from January 2022, the meetings at Turner Hall will be going 
back to our original format of starting at 9.45 am and ending at 12 noon and include having a speaker.  The number 
of members attending is still restricted to 100 and therefore if you wish to go to any future meetings you will need 
to contact me, preferably by email, if not on email you can phone me, so your name can be added to the list for that 
month.  I will contact everyone on the list prior to the meeting date by email or phone, or at the meeting previous, 
to inform you if you have been allocated a space.  Please remember that if you are booked to come to a particular 
meeting and find that you are unable  to attend,  let me know as soon as possible so your place can be offered to 

someone on the Reserve List.  You will be asked to give your name as you come in and then please find 
yourself a seat at one of the socially distanced tables. Hand sanitiser will be available on every table. 
Please be aware that all face masking, social distancing, hand washing etc. is still compulsory when 
visiting this venue and  

YOU SHOULD NOT ATTEND IF YOU HAVE ANY COVID SYMPTONS. 
We are hoping that with effect from January we can use the kitchen and provide you with a cuppa. 



 If you are unsuccessful in gaining a place at any meeting you will be added to the Reserve List for that month. I 
would also like to assure members that if they miss out on one meeting, then you will definitely be invited to attend 
a future one. 
The Committee looks forward to welcoming members to future meetings.  Unfortunately Postal Members will not be 
able to attend the General meeting, but during 2022 you will be invited to your own Coffee Mornings where you can 
meet each other and the Committee.  Dates will be in the newsletter.  If you have any queries please do not hesitate 
to contact me or any other member of the Committee.                                                                                 Margaret Taylor 
 

MARGARET’S FINANCIAL INFORMATION:  Happy New Year to everyone and for those that do not 

already know we now have a Deputy Treasurer, Diane Storey.  Diane has taken over the Groups Accounts with effect 
from 1st January 2022 and she will deal with all matters to do with Groups except for the booking of venues - that 
will still be within my role.  Group Leaders who pay in funds for rent, trips etc. please feel free to go and introduce 
yourself to Diane who is now attending all of our general meetings.  In the event of her absence e.g. when she goes 
on holiday, please see me as you have done in the past.   
One of the first items we had to do was to update our Financial Advice, all Groups Leaders, Events’ Organisers etc. 
will be receiving a copy of this in the near future.   
Can we please ask all members to ensure that if you pay for any event, trip etc. you pay by cheque if it is £10 or 
over.  Alternatively you will be able to pay by BACS if you have on-line banking.  Please be aware, however, that 
Groups will have different bank details when sending through BACS payments and details will be circulated in the 
near future.  However if you do mistakenly send it to the incorrect account don’t worry as we will arrange for an 
internal transfer. 
We are also hopeful that sometime in 2022 we will be opening accounts on line but with a different bank.  Again we 
will be updating you all if you pay by BACS. 
If you have any financial queries at all please feel free to come and discuss with Diane or myself. 
INFORMATION ON THE MEMBERSHIP FEE   

 

The Committee have approved the recommendation that the Membership Fee for all members including Postal 
Members will remain at £21 for the year 1st April 2022 to 30th March 2023. 
 

Types of Membership 

 Full Members and Postal Members will pay a membership fee of £21. 

 Affiliated Members and Postal Affiliated Members i.e. those members who pay their Affiliation Fee of £4 to 
another u3a will pay a reduced membership fee of £17. 

 If you are a Postal Member who has been invited to join the full membership your Membership Fee will be 
£21 and you will have to complete the Full Membership Application form available from the Membership 
Secretary, Rita Foulkes. 

 If you become a Postal Member from either being a full member or wanting to join as a Postal Member after 
visiting Sherwood u3a the membership fee will be £21 (or pro-rata if you join part-way through the year) and 
you will need to complete the Postal Application form available from the Deputy Membership Secretary, 
Terry Dillon. 

 

Information for Full & Postal Members 
In order to save funds, the Committee have decided that forms will be sent by email to those members on email. The 
form will need to be printed by you and sent with your membership payment.  Alternatively you can return the 
completed form by email. 
If however you are not on email you will need to confirm when sending your payment through the post any details 
which may have changed e.g. change of address, telephone number, email address or gift aid.    
If you have any problems or queries, please telephone Rita or Terry or speak to them at future meetings.   
How to pay for your Membership &/or printed Newsletter 

1. All members - cheque made payable to Sherwood u3a to be paid at the January, February or March general 
meetings. 

2. Full members – cheque made payable to Sherwood u3a which should be posted to Rita Foulkes. 
3. Postal members – cheque made payable to Sherwood u3a which should be posted to Terry Dillon. 
4. By sending a payment through your bank’s BAC system if you use on-line banking.  The Bank details you will 

need are NatWest, Sort Code 60.14.03. Account No. 52933296.  Please remember to put on your BACS 
payment what the payment is for so that it may be easily identified.  

All membership fees must be paid by Thursday 10th March 2022. 

Once your payment has been cleared through the Bank you will receive a membership card which you can pick up at 
a future meeting or in the case of postal members will be given to you at the earliest opportunity. 



 
INFORMATION ON NEWSLETTERS FROM APRIL 2022 
The Committee has now reviewed having quarterly newsletters and have decided that with effect from 1st April 2022 
monthly newsletters will be available. For those members, including postal members on email, you will still receive 
your newsletter from Margaret Taylor which will be sent out in the usual way.    
However, if you do wish to have a printed newsletter the Committee has made the decision that we will be asking 
for a contribution of £1 per month towards the cost of the printing of the newsletter.  To make it easier to pay, your 
contribution is to be paid annually together with your membership fee.  If you do require a printed newsletter and 
are willing to pay £12 per year you will need to let Margaret Taylor know by email, phone or at the January, 

February and March meetings.  If Margaret has not been informed by Thursday 10th March 2022 a newsletter 
will not be printed for April and future meetings to March 2023. 
The printed newsletter will be available to be picked up from Terry Dillon at the monthly meeting. 
However, if you are not attending a meeting due to the number restrictions at the venue, please contact 
someone who could pick the newsletter up on your behalf.  We must emphasise that if you do not order a 
newsletter which is paid for, you will not be entitled to pick up a copy at future meetings. 
Postal members not on email will still continue to have their monthly newsletters sent out by post.  

Margaret Taylor on behalf of the Sherwood u3a Committee. 
 

POSTAL MEMBERSHIP:  To date Postal Membership has proved to be very successful despite the emergence 

of Covid during the last 21 months.  The initiative started, after the trial, in January 20 and many postal members 
had started to enjoy the opportunities offered by Sherwood u3a.  This was obviously halted once we all went into 
lockdown and we didn’t start meetings and activities until September 21.  Despite this, during the whole of the Covid 
period we have still had interest in Sherwood u3a and Postal Membership has continued to increase.   Over the next 
few months we will be looking at our full time Membership very closely and will hopefully be inviting some of those 
on the waiting list to join as full members, this will obviously enable them to attend monthly meetings. 
We are keen to continue the increase in Postal Membership as we feel that it is still a good option for those 
interested in u3a to join in all the holidays, groups, coffee mornings and social events whilst they wait on the list to 
become full members.  In fact, some may choose to remain on Postal Membership if they are not bothered about 
attending the monthly meetings.   
Sherwood u3a is a very vibrant and lively u3a and we would ask the membership to encourage any of their friends 
and acquaintances to join us.  We always welcome new members and feel that we all benefit from the experience of 
meeting new people and the new ideas they bring to our u3a.  For further information regarding postal membership 
please contact Terry Dillon. 

 

Refreshment Volunteers Wanted 

We all hope to start enjoying tea/coffee and biscuits at the monthly meetings but this cannot 
happen without our refreshment volunteers 
There are usually 4 volunteers on duty at each meeting and coffee morning/afternoon tea 
events who are on a rota to work every few months, although initially we are doing a trial run 

with only 3. We also have a list of reserves to cover absences. 

Can you help? 

If you would like to volunteer your help or want more information please contact : Jane Lowe  

 

Our Welfare Officer, Sandra Rogers, is asking for any spare notelets you may 

have to enable her to send messages to members. 

 

 



CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  -  Jeremy Lloyd 

Well we are starting the New Year 2022 with hope going forward.  The Virus is still with us and we have still taken 
the necessary precautions for our own safety and the community at large.  However, it’s a New Year and we have 
our u3a Friends, Meetings and Groups.  Let’s make 2022 a Very Happy One! 
My first item is to thank Liz Wilson for her hard work, enthusiasm, organisation and fun through our last two years of 
difficult times. 
Going forward, we have the advantage that numbers are now increased to 100 members per session.  This month 
we are able to have a speaker and meetings will be able to be closer to our normal u3a format.  I wish to thank all of 
the committee and ourselves for making the interim meetings a success, it has been hard work to run three sessions 
per meeting, but our members have responded and somehow other we've carried through with zoom and these 
meetings. 
 

Happy New Year to you All 
Jeremy Lloyd 

SHERWOOD U3A EVENTS 

COFFEE MORNING 
Thursday 17th March (St Patrick’s Day) 10-12noon 

Turner Hall £1 (includes raffle ticket) 

Wear something GREEN 

Bring and Buy Sale BUT please bring your goods to the JANUARY, 

FEBRUARY or MARCH Meetings so they can be sorted. 

We are collecting - Handbags, Scarves, Tombola Prizes, Bric-a-Brac,         

Bottles, Jewellery BUT  NOT  CLOTHES! 

 

AFTERNOON TEA WITH NEIL HURST 
 

Saturday 19th March  2pm-5pm   Turner Hall  £15 
 

Attended  Sherwood Quiz after two long years.  I wonder if we knew in October 2019`s quiz night what 

was in store for us all would we have done anything different?  Probably not! 
Anyway here goes: first of all, on arrival plenty of smiling faces, perhaps people meeting people in a group for the 
first time in what seems like years, had something to do with it.  Nevertheless the atmosphere was great before the 
quiz had even started.  Think we can safely say this was a pivotal moment. 
Thumbs up to all involved, Claire, Liz, Ann and Sue, it surely seemed like a special treat.  We all behaved, well some 
of us didn`t, but we did regarding the dreaded CV; we were all seated appropriately and within government 
guidelines.  Is anyone else sick of hearing that, government guidelines, it’s almost as bad as health and safety!  
The questions were grouped, any of which you could play your joker (you all know how it works by now) we played 
our joker straight away which was an absolute disaster and we did terribly.  However more categories to come and I 
don`t think we did too badly.  The separate sheet on the table was all about theatre, musicals films etc., you had to 
decipher the names of said musical etc. from some pictures.  We struggled with this and if it hadn`t been for Joan 
Taylor, Carl Blythe and Jeremy Lloyd, we would have made about 5, instead of which we got 37 out of 40. 
The questions were relatively straightforward and easy (ish).  Well, all I can say we managed to answer them all, 
albeit some were guesses, there were no hecklers, do you think we were so relieved to be out we decided not to 
bother with the heckling?  But  then!!! supper arrived.  Fish, chips and mushy peas, the most remarkable things 
about this is they are always warm, quite a feat in itself, so well done to the chippy that provided them. 
We then continued, and I personally thought we had done rubbish but when all was done and dusted, Liz announced 
the winners.  Now Liz was quite sneaky about this because she told us 3rd position with the score, then the 2nd 
position and our team sat there thinking, “Well, that’s it then, we haven’t even made it to 3rd!”   But then “and the 
winners are Oktoberfest Team.”   We were all speechless, none of us saw that coming, we didn`t think we did that 
well, my grandchildren enjoyed the chocolate, yum yum. 
All in all it was thoroughly brill, the evening flowed really well and it was just what we all needed, a good old belly 
laugh with some friends who some of us hadn’t seen since Christmas 2019. As always we learned a lot, things that  



we thought we knew, but didn’t, and I know from personal experience it’s not easy to put something like this 
together, it takes a lot of research and organisation.  
 I know some of us are still anxious about things but we are getting there thanks to the vaccination programme. 
Thank you again to all the people involved, you gave us a really lovely, long awaited evening.             Marilyn Stubbs 

 
Members Coffee Morning -Thursday 4th November 
No fireworks but a very lively meeting and with number restrictions still on us, we still managed to raise a 
considerable amount of money for the funds from the bottle stall, cake stall, tombola and bingo.  We actually were 
able to make a hot drink but unfortunately still could not use the kitchen as it is in the process of being revamped so 
a special thanks to Jane Lowe and Helen Ferguson for organising the refreshments so well. 
We had three lucky members, Brenda Gardiner, Michael Hughes and Margaret Shooter win the Committee's Raffle 
prizes of a box of sweets, a puzzle and a box of Christmas CD's.   
Thanks must go to all of the members who attended especially those that made those lovely cakes and a special 
thank you to Ann Madden, Dave Clarke, (and Marilyn for rushing off to Morrison’s for us) Sue Cox, Terry Dillon, May 
Fallon, Jeremy Lloyd, Jenny Weaver, Denise Whitsed, Claire Wilkie and Liz Wilson for running the stalls.    
It was business as usual with everyone fully participating and enjoying their morning.                          Margaret Taylor 
 
 

Portland Christmas Dinner Photos 

At last! We’re together for Christmas celebrations! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Christmas Meeting   
Surrounded by Christmas Jumpers, Christmas Hats bobbles and 
fancy earrings, we had it all at our Christmas Meeting on the 9th 
December, as some of the photographs show. 
This was the first meeting that we could hold that was for 2 
hours and we certainly needed it to get through everything 
planned including mince pies and cake bought by Jane and her 
sister Sue.  There was a Christmas Jumper Parade and the 
winner of the best Christmas Jumper went to Gladys 

Brocklehurst, the slogan “Going to the Pub”.   
Liz ran a quiz showing photographs of the Committee when they were younger – the most popular correct answer 
being Jeremy holding a puppy.   Thanks Liz, a lot of fun!  
Then we had a community sing song of the 12 Days of Christmas, led by those famous Committee singing trio – 
Jeremy, Claire and Terry.  Lastly we drew the raffle which was organised by Claire and 

Diane. This made £112 and the winners were:- 1st prize Jean Baker 
who won a £10 voucher towards U3A Outings and five other 
winners – Liz Thompson, Kathleen Wilson, Sheila Whalley, Kate Kiely 
and Michael Hughes took away biscuits, sweets, candle holders, tray 
and a lovely bright shiny red teapot. Thanks to Jeremy and Ann 
Lyons for picking out the tickets. 
I think we all remembered then why we belonged to this u3a and 
we all hope that this is the first meetings of the future in getting 
back to something normal.                                             Margaret Taylor                                                        



GROUP NEWS 
Group leaders please remember to hand in registers in March ready to start a new one in April. 

 

NEW GROUPS 
As active Groups Co-ordinators Terry and I are always looking to take forward new potential Groups if there is 
sufficient demand.  In order to try to start a new group we need to have between 8/10 people expressing an interest 
in the activity.  This could mean starting a second group for groups that are up to capacity.  In this category we have 
the following groups who still need more expressions of interest:- 
  Board Games 2, Garden Group 2, Wine Appreciation 2 
The total new groups that have been suggested are as follows: 
  Art History, Cycling, DIY, Drama, Flower Arranging, French Conversation, 
  Knit, Stitch & natter, Play Reading, Table Tennis, Sunday Lunch, Eclectic Music and Current Affairs. 
Please remember that some of the groups may need to be hosted by volunteers, of course all groups would need a 
group leader who would take care of the admin side.  In many groups nowadays the leaders is solely responsible for 
the admin side with the rest of the group sharing the responsibility for the organisation on a month to month basis.  
For all the above groups we need more interest before we can start trying to organise a monthly group.   
As well as the suggestions above we always welcome new ideas for groups and are quite happy to try to drum up 
interest in meetings, via website or newsletter.  If you need more information on any of the above please do not 
hesitate to contact me - Jenny Weaver or Terry Dillon either direct or by email. 

CRAFT GROUP 1 

I have decided to step down as Leader of Craft Group 1 and as it is such a small group the members will be joining Craft  

Group 2 with Gina Smith meaning that there will only be one Craft Group. 

I would like to thank my members for their loyalty and all the fun and laughs we have had. I would particularly like to 

thank Jean Thompson for all the help she has given me over the years and without whose skills I could not have managed.  

Thank you all I will miss your enthusiasm and laughter.                                                                                                 Terry Dillon 
 

ECLECTIC MUSIC 
Want to have a relaxing time?  Then now is the time to join the Eclectic Music Group.  We usually meet up in 
members' homes bringing along CDs of music from all eras, classical to pop, from all over the world - Japanese music 
was something I thought that I would never listen to but I was greatly mistaken when one of our members brought 
in music from his holidays.  Of course, we would not survive without that cuppa and biscuits/cake half-way through. 
You leave your troubles at the door when you step into the wonderful world of music, and some members bring 
memories of what particular music means to them.  Every three months we have a theme and we bring music 
relevant to that subject.  Why not sign up for this Group to get re-started in the New Year.  Margaret Taylor, Acting Leader 
 

STROLLERS 
The Strollers are starting up again in January, they meet on the first Thursday of each month and the Group Leader is 
Linda Baxter.  
6th January      Sutton Reservoir   10.30 start. Car Park is £1 for 2 hours.   Led by Eileen Plumb and Jean Hymas 
3rd February    Vicar Water 10.30 start.   Car Park is free, can make a donation.   Led by Jane Lowe and Sue Timmons 
3rd March        Sutton Lawn   10.30 start at Park is free for 2 hours.   Led by Marilyn Roberts and K Horberry  
7th April           Newstead Abbey  10.30 start £6 per car.   Led by Jenny Weaver and Janet Harford 
 

WALKERS  Meet at the beginning of the walk 10am. Those walkers who need a lift meet at Morrison’s Car Park at 

time indicated below. (Please see Ann or Liz the week before if you require a lift so arrangements can be made.) 

January  4th  Joined by Ramblers  Thoresby  3.5miles  (Easy)  Ann 
Start  Thoresby Car Park (Card Payment only) NG22 9EQ  Morrison’s  9.15am 
February 1st  Sherwood Pines Dragonfly Trail 3.5miles (Easy)  Liz   
Start  Sherwood Pines Car Park NG21 9JL Morrison’s  9.30am 
1st  March Nettleworth Manor  4 miles (Easy) Gladys/Margaret   Start Manor Sports Complex Car Park NG19 8JY  
Morrisons – 9.45am 
5th April  Pleasley Vale 5 miles  moderate  Carolyn  Start – Railway Station in Car Park, Mansfield Woodhouse, NG19 
9QH  Morrisons 9.45am 
 
 

RAMBLES  Meet Morrison’s car park 10am for car share.  
January 4th  Join Walkers  Thoresby Park  3.5miles  (Easy) (details see Walkers) 
January  20th  Chatsworth 4 miles  (easy) Start – car park 
February  9th  Trowel Trail  5miles  (Easy)   Start – Erewash Valley Car Park, off Cossal Road, NG9 3PG 



Thurs 17th  Shipley Park  6miles  (Easy)   Start – Car Park DE75 7GX 
March Wed 9th D. H. Lawrence Country  6miles  (Moderate)   Start – Greasley Church NG16 2AB 
Thurs 17th  On the Right Track  5miles (Moderate)   Start – Roadside parking near White Lion, Swingate (edge of 
Kimberley) NG16 2PQ 
April Wed 13th  The Bramley Apple Trail  6/7miles (Easy) Start – Car Park opposite Southwell Minster NG25 0HD 

 
The Christmas Ramble 
The weather was damp and dismal!  The fields we should have crossed were ankle deep with mud! BUT it didn’t rain 
and we changed the route so that we only walked the same distance on country roads or pavements! 25 of us set off 
from the Plough car park, in Farnsfield, and merrily made our way to the Coffee Shop at Hexgreave. 
After Mince pies, cakes of all sorts, coffee and tea (no mulled wine this year) we walked back to the Plough. There 
we were joined by three more who had been unable to walk for various reasons.  Gladys had liaised with the pub 

landlord (!!!) to pre order our meals and 
provide a lovely room to ourselves. 
Perhaps as well for we were buzzing!  The 
main meals were very good, especially the 
salmon, and the puddings were delicious. 
Unfortunately, the second Christmas 
Ramble in Chatsworth grounds has had to 
be postponed until January!  So, we will be 
doing Thoresby and Chatsworth to start the New Year in style!!!  

 
 

THEATRE 
Contact Sheila Whalley  
Mama Mia  Wednesday 20th April 2 pm £56.50 Royal Concert Hall. Pay 20th February 
Bring It On Wednesday 4th May 2 pm £37.50. Pay 4th March 
Dream Girls Thursday 19th May 2 pm £54.50 Theatre Royal. Pay 19th March 
Waitress  Wednesday 20th July 2 pm £52.00 Royal Concert Hall.  Pay 20th May 
The Book of Mormon  Friday 19th August 2.30 pm £65 Theatre Royal. Pay 19th June 
Jersey Boys  Wednesday  21st September 2 pm £54.50 Royal Concert Hall.   Pay 21st July 
South Pacific  Wednesday 19th October 2 pm £60.  Pay 22nd July 
The Hunchback of Notre Dame Wed 26th October 2.30 pm Theatre Royal.  Pay 26th August 
Cheques to Mansfield and District u3a 
 

ORIENTAL AND CONTINENTAL DINING 
28th January      Mr Manns, Wollaton NG8 2AD  6.30 for 7.00pm Contact: Jenny Weaver 07753190135 

25th February Rossini,  Mansfield Woodhouse NG19 8BE 6.30 for 7.00pm  
 

INTERNATIONAL DINING 

We restarted our year last September with 15 going to Moda in Hucknall and enjoying delicious Italian Food, In 
October,  17 of us visited The Lion at Farnsfield to enjoy their lovely British Fusion Food and in November  18 went to 
The Carnarvon Arms at Teversal for their interesting Menu.  Everyone enjoyed the opportunity to get out and enjoy 
the company with good food and conversation, especially after the past months of Covid. 
We now have our Restaurant plans for 2022. We welcome you to join us, Happy New Year.  
 4th January Mangrove, Mansfield  1st February  The Greendale Oak,    1st March Rossinis, Mansfield Woodhouse,5th 
April Rose Cottage, Rufford 
 To book contact: Jeremy Lloyd  

LUNCH GROUP 
The first of the year is on February 23rd at The Redgate, Mansfield.     Contact: Sue Hayward 
March 23rd.         The Foxglove                                                                      Contact: Jane Lowe                
Meet 12.30 for 1.00pm.Please contact the organiser if you have to cancel. 
 

DAYS OUT 
Tuesday 5th July 2022. Stamford and Burleigh House.  Price to be confirmed.  Pickup Iceland 8am Morrisons 
8.15am.  There will be free time in Stamford leaving at 11.45am to Burleigh where you will be booked in for a Self-Guided 
Tour at 2pm. There will be free time to visit the gardens at Burleigh. There is a Restaurant on site for lunch or a Garden 
Cafe for snacks. Coach leaves Burleigh House at 4.45pm.  
Booking is open at the April meeting. Contact Jean Baker (2 J’s Outings) 
 

 



TENPIN BOWLING  
From January it is reverting to the original time of 10.30am - the fourth Monday of every month. 
A yearly membership is around £9 and then each visit is £5 which includes two games and a free coffee. Usually we have 
two lanes and around ten or twelve attend, however it was only five in November due to illness etc. 
New members will be welcomed by us all and we can show them how to play if necessary.  

We have three gentleman, so if any males want to join they will not be on their own. Contact Judy Lenistone. 
 

CREATIVE WRITING 
A New Year dawns so why not a new interest?  The writing group is looking for new members.  We meet on 2nd 
Monday of each month, between 10-12 o’clock in Mansfield Woodhouse library.  We write to a subject given one 
month and share it the next.  This NOT like school, it’s all very flexible and friendly.  Please join in, you might like it! 
 

PAINTING FOR PLEASURE 

We have successfully merged the two groups into one after the Covid enforced break and have been meeting since 
September.  We now meet on the First Thursday of the month at Park Road Resource Centre, Mansfield Woodhouse 
2pmto 4pm. 
We are very varied group of abilities with a common love of Painting in a variety of mediums.  We have a most 
enjoyable meeting not just painting but chatting and enjoying each other’s company.  We would welcome any new 
prospective members for the group, any ability as we all help one other. Why not come along and see for yourself 
Contact Jeremy Lloyd  
 

BOARD GAMES 
The Board Games Group started meeting again in September, and since then we have played Mexican Train, Trivial 
Pursuit and most recently, Articulate Phrases.  Thanks to Sue Haywood for being happy to let us meet in her house 
again. 
At our Christmas meeting we always start by pulling crackers.  This year, the 
crackers contained a wind-up reindeer to be employed in a race, which was great 
fun, and probably would have been even better if I had realised there was a race 
track in the box! 
Usually we have played Cranium at Christmas, as it entails drawing, miming and 
other skills, but this year we played Articulate Phrases, a new game, albeit we 
have played ordinary Articulate many times before.  The rules are the same, but 
it is much harder to give clues for whole phrases rather than just one word. 
The results were often hilarious and since laughter is good for us, we must have done ourselves a power of good!  

After the game, we made our way to The Carnarvon Arms for our Christmas lunch and we now look forward to more 

games in the New Year.                                                                                                                                             Claire Wilkie 

HOLIDAYS                    
For detailed information on all holidays check our WEBSITE 
Type in sherwoodu3a-mansfieldwoodhouse.org.uk and go to VISITS and then to HOLIDAYS, 
 

Kent      9th May -13th May £485 (NT members) Need 6 more to get free place and make it cheaper.   2 singles, 1 
double and 1 twin available. 
 

Isle of Wight     23rd – 30th July £769    Need   4 more to make it viable. (Both holidays Liz Wilson or Denise Whitsed  

 

Giants of North Wales    17th – 24th September £779 
Stay in Llandudno 5minutes from pier, 5 minutes from shops, 5 minutes from theatre and ½ from sea – LIFT!  
All entrances are included in the price!  Booking opens at the March Meeting -£50 deposit JUST FOR GROUPS 
Day 0ne - On way Erdigg Castle (NT) Day two - Conway Castle and Bodnant Gardens (NT) 
Day Three - Caernarfon Castle and Snowdon Railway Day Four - Betws-y-Coed, Llangollen and a 2 hour canal cruise, 
including the Pontcyslite Aqueduct 
Day Five - Harlech Castle and Blaenau Ffestiniog and the Llechwedd Slate Minesfor the Deep Mine Tour  Day Six - 
Portmeirion and pm Porthmadog to board the Welsh Highland Railway to Beddgelert 
Day Seven - Day at leisure to explore Llandudno  Day Eight - Powis Castle(NT) on way home 
(Rita Foulkes Sherwood Holiday Group) 
 

 
 
 



HERITAGE  
The Coal Mining Museum, South Yorkshire Wednesday 23rd February Start 9am- 10am Return 3pm- 4pm 
Lots of indoor areas. 
Caphouse - Pit Yard, Weighbridge, Underground Tour, Furnace Shaft, Screens Building, Steam Winding House, 
Victorian Gallery, Lancashire Boilers, Pithead Baths, Control Room, Technology Gallery, Kellingley Memorial 
Hope Pit- Welcome to Hope Pit, Pit Yard, Blacksmith’s Workshop, Tunnel, Compressor House, Fan House, Electric 
Winding House, Inman Pumping House, Miners’ Memorial Garden, Power House 
Hub- Welcome Area, Mining Lives, Special Exhibitions Gallery, Café 
Pit Wood- Welcome, Water Treatment Plant, Pony Discovery Centre, Nature Trail, Bird Hides, Drift Mouth 
Tours booked on arrival £2 instead of £6.Only six on tour.  Lunch Menu for Café £10.  Booking opened December. 
 

Gainsborough Old Hall Saturday 12th March 
Gainsborough Old Hall is a building that reflects over five hundred years of history in its walls.  From paupers to 
princes the history of an English market town can be read through the sites development. 
Free entry (thanks to Jane) because the u3a motto is “LEARN, Laugh and Live” 
Prices to be confirmed with the Bus company (See website)  Booking opens at January Meeting.  
 

NATIONAL TRUST  
Croome, Worcestershire  Monday 25th April.  Details to be confirmed but Booking opens at February Meeting 
 

Anglesey Abbey, October 2021 
 Our journey began with the accompaniment of a different bus (company) and driver, 
and good weather.  Once everyone had been picked up our driver introduced himself 
and proved friendly throughout our trip.  We made good time to Cambridgeshire, 
despite a detour via Huntingdon.    After the usual NT greeting we filtered through 
the entrance hall, most of the company heading to the cafe for restorative drinks.  
Due to the very long queue, we decided to bypass this and meandered around 

various paths, enjoying the welcome sunshine.    
Our route passed by Lode Mill (which was closed).  The Mill had been built in the 18th century, but had been 
converted to grind concrete.  It was restored to a flour mill in 1934.  We encountered one of our members, who 
encouraged us to continue on our path to see the carpet of cyclamen.  On the way we came upon a small grove of 
specialist silver birch trees (apart from knots all the bark was silver – Liz remembered a previous U3A visit, 
springtime, when there was a carpet of short stemmed deep red tulips contrasting vividly with the silver).  We 
continued to the cyclamen 'walk' and were rewarded with a beautiful area of these multi-coloured delicate flowers.    
As we had then returned to entrance lobby, we repaired to the cafe for an early lunch.  Throughout our walk we had 
also stopped to admire the many and varied specimen trees, enjoying particularly the autumn colours. 
After lunch we followed the path back to the house.  On entry we were disappointed to discover that there was no 
admission to the upper floor/bedrooms due to a lack of volunteers and maintenance work.  However, the guides in 
the rooms on the ground floor were very knowledgeable and gave interesting insights into the history of the abbey, 
and its renaissance since it was bought in 1926 by two brothers.  At this time there were little remnants of the abbey 
(Dissolution of the Monasteries by Henry VIII), more a rundown country house, gardens and surrounding parkland.  
The elder brother, who became Lord Fairhaven (he was given special dispensation to have the name of an American 
town where he was born as his title) lived in the house until his death in 1966.  He used his immense wealth (oil) to 
restore the house and build extensive additions to enable him to accommodate his large collections of furniture, art, 
books and objets d'art, and to landscape the gardens and parkland, also to provide hospitality for his many guests – 
Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother frequently paid private visits due to the close proximity to the racing town of 
Newmarket.  His collections were too numerous to appreciate in a single visit and everyone obviously had their own 
specific interests to question about.  Liz greatly admired a silver replica model of the Mayflower (sited in the 
Calefactory), the intricate and delicate working of the silver was fascinating to see.  Lord Fairhaven died in1966 and 
entrusted his home and estate to the National Trust, along with an endowment of £300,000 to ensure its future 
upkeep.  His will stipulated that it should be preserved as “a complete and furnished entity so that it retains as far as 
possible the character of an English Home”. 
On leaving the house we returned to the cafe via the rose garden, admiring the varieties, colours and scents of the 
flowers, for, of course, that cup of tea!  Shortly after we'd settled the rain set in and most of our members ventured 
back to join us, if not already there.  We had a speedy, direct journey home, completing a lovely day.  We would like 
to thank Liz and Denise for all their efforts to ensure a very enjoyable day, and Jan would like to thank Katherine (and 
other U3A'ers) who used their life long NT memberships to enable her and other U3A 'ers (not yet NT members) to 
waive the entrance fee.                                                                                                                               Liz and Jan Thompson 



HERITAGE Visit to The Museum of Timekeeping at Upton  

On a cool, damp day in November 24 Members gathered at the Museum. We were welcomed by Alex, the Museum 
Manager, who invited us in for a hot drink and biscuits. She then gave us an introduction not only to the Museum 
but also to The British Horological Institute who are also based on the same site.  
In the early 1800’s Britain was miles ahead of the rest of the world in terms of watch and clock accuracy but by the 
1850’s both the Swiss and the USA were making much cheaper, but not so accurate, timepieces.  With the Industrial 
revolution causing problems in Britain the British Horological Institute was formed in 1858. 
They were based in London. During the Second World War the next building was heavily bombed and although the 
BHI building survived it was damaged and over the next 30 years the property became unsafe.  In the early 1960’s 
the BHI had a quote of £160,000 to repair the damage which was unaffordable. So, they looked for alternative 
accommodation and in 1971 bought the Upton building at a cost of £32,000, actually moving in 1972. 
The Upton building had had a varied usage. It was initially built in the late 1800’s for the Son of a Local banker who 
wanted to use it to house his Art Collection.  A subsequent purchase saw a Local building a Ballroom as an extension 
and in 1930 it was taken over by The Order of the Holy Fathers as a training centre. Finally, the building was 
commandeered during the Second World War to house refugees from the South Coast. 
The Museum itself opened in 1994. They have 500 objects on display with a further 3,500 in store. In addition, they 
hold the largest Horological Library in the World consisting of over 2,000 specialist books. 
We were taken into the Museum and the tour began at a replica of the earliest clock 
believed to have been built in the 1300’s, a Medieval Monks Clock which was used to 
call the Monks to prayer. This was just before 11 o’clock and whilst Alex was in full 
flow all the clocks suddenly chimed the hour leaving the group in stitches as a few 
went on and on. 
She was to tell us that in the early days the clocks did not record hours by 60 minutes 
but instead divided the daylight hours into 12 sections – so longer ‘hours’ in the 
Summer compared to ‘hours’ in the Winter.  We were then shown the oldest working 
clock dated 1655, a ‘lantern clock’ and the oldest pendulum clock dated 1670. The 
pendulum was a massive step forward as without the clocks were very inaccurate and 
a sun-dial was used to keep setting the time.  Clocks would need to be wound 3 times 
a day, losing between 15 and 45 minutes per 24 hours.  Adding the pendulum reduced the loss to just 3 minutes per 
week.  
We were also shown the tallest clock, almost twice the size of our host who measured 5’ 2’’. It had a third hand 
denoting different settings for the 12 pieces of music which sounded every 15 minutes. We also saw clocks using 
more than one pendulum and discovered how the use of Mercury in a pendulum clock helps the accuracy as it 
compensates for the changes in temperature. 
We then moved on to the Speaking Clocks room and were shown the first speaking clock, dated 1936, 

commandeered by the General Post Office. There were some 15,000 
telephonists, women only. They auditioned by reading Shakespeare and 
poetry for a first prize of £500, won by Ethel Kane who later became a film 
star. Compare this to the upgrade in the 1960’s which was won by Pat 
Symonds who did the recordings before returning to being a Telephonist!! 
The talking clock is still used today – call 123, it costs 50p.  Mainly it is used for 
Charity purposes with celebrities such as Lenny Henry, Sir Ian McKellan, David 
Walliams being used as well as Tinkerbell and The Daleks. They still get 

150,000 calls per year. 
Finally, we went into the watch gallery where there were some very significant facts:- 

 There are 3,556,926 seconds in a year 

 A Solar Day isn’t actually 24 hours long but instead is 23 hours 56 minutes and 4.2 seconds per rotation of 
the Earth 

 Planck is the smallest scientific measurement of time. A single blink of the eye takes around Five Hundred 
and Fifty Thousand Trillion, Trillion, Trillion, Planck times 

 The most famous watch, The Space Traveller, sold at Auction in 2019 for a staggering £3.6 million 

 Buzz Aldrin took a Bulova Accuracy watch, which used tuning fork technology, to the Moon in 1969 and 
placed it into the Sea of Tranquillity where its accurate timings helped it to transmit critical data 
transmissions  

The visit concluded for some with a trip to the Clockhouse Café next door.                                                       Dave Clarke 



HOLIDAY ADVENTURES 
SCOTLAND 

We set off on a bright sunny morning, many of us very nervous as this was our first 
holiday since lockdown. Our first stop was Scotch Corner and a rush for coffees and 
toilets.  The next stop was Gretna Green, where we saw a very nervous groom and a 
radiant bride.  We didn't see any guests so wondered if it was an elopement. The piper 
came out again and began playing his bagpipes, very Scottish.  Shortly after leaving 
Gretna, the coach burst a tyre, so Steve, the driver, had to leave us in Lockerbie, while 
he went to get it fixed.  This delayed our arrival at the Claymore hotel situated on the 
banks of Loch Lomond at Arrochar, by two hours. 
Day 2.  In heavy cloud, we set off for Oban via Glencoe, but by the time we arrived, in 
Oban, the sun had come out, so we had a pleasant time wandering around this busy 
seaport. The journey back to our hotel was lovely because we could clearly see the 
grandeur of the mountains in the sunshine. 
Day 3.  What a difference, we now had rain and low cloud, but we still went to Calander, as it was still raining, we 
only walked up the high street looking in the shops, had a coffee and then back to the bus. Our next stop was Loch 
Katrine, to sail the Loch, very enjoyable even in the rain, as we were given a commentary about the area and also 

about its connection to Rob Roy. From there we travelled to Luss, one of my 
favourite places with the quaint cottages decked out with many flowers.  We had 
two birthdays to celebrate today, Chris Wain and Liz Thompson, they were 
delighted with all the good wishes, presents and later 
two birthday cakes. 
Day 4. Our destination today was the Falkirk Wheel, 
where we boarded a barge then, after it entered the 
pod, the pod, boat and water were raised to a higher 
canal 24 metres or 79ft above. A great 
experience.  After that, we went to see the Kelpies 

(barge speak for horses), which were marvellous. A spectacle to behold.  Stirling castle 
was our next destination. I have never seen a castle with so many ornately decorated 
walls and ceilings. We also had another birthday, Joan Wallace, so birthday greetings 
were sung again and I believe a different treat was also arranged.  
Day 5.  Our departure from Arrochar bound for Edinburgh.  Oh, what a busy place, 
traffic, people, and a beer festival. This didn't have much effect on Chris and myself as 
we went on a tour of the royal yacht Britannia. We could easily see why the queen was upset when it was 
decommissioned. The royal lounges were really homely. Even the crew’s quarters were nicely furnished with 
recreation rooms and bars. Before we left we went in the tea room on board and had tea and a scone. Lovely silver 
service, but minus table cloths due to the pandemic.  We then had a one-night stay in a Tinto hotel, south of 
Edinburgh. Again very nice. The next morning we set off for home and arrived in Mansfield Woodhouse around 3pm.  
Altogether, a most enjoyable tour, in spite of the problems which beset it for Pat to get remedied.                                                                                                                                                             
Eileen Wass 

 
THURSFORD 

We had a three day short break to Thursford, it was fabulous to bring five U3a’s together to 
share this experience and the show itself was magical. Afterwards, travelling to Casey Hall 
hotel whose service was excellent throughout. 
Day2 We travelled to Norwich for a free day where many visited the cathedral and wow it 
was so beautiful.  
Day 3  En route home we visited Holt. What a beautiful place, with small unusual shops for 
us all to indulge in. 
On the way home on the bus we all entered into the Christmas spirit with coffee, Baileys, 
mince pies and stollen cakes. 
Finally thanks to our driver Phil, from Skills Travel, who had decorated our brand new bus 
and provided drinks service.  What’s not to like, see you all again on our next venture.  

Denise Whitsed                                                                  

 
 



 

FOUR MONTHLY DIARY OF DATES JANUARY 2022 – APRIL 2022  
THIS INFORMATION CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE 

 

All meetings/events/holidays etc. are open to ALL MEMBERS INCLUDING POSTAL. 
 Thursday General Meetings – FULL MEMBERS ONLY 
Committee Meetings. Any Member is welcome to attend.  Please contact a Committee member for details. 

January 2022 HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL 

Thursday 13th   GENERAL MEETING at Turner Hall 9.45am – 12 noon 
To book please contact Margaret Taylor Speaker: Barbara Meyer – Big Cats around the 
World 

Thursday 13th  The Deep and Hull, Tuesday 5th April 2022. Cost £22 Booking January meeting (Details 
see April) 

Thursday 13th  
BOOKING OPEN 
Deposit cheque £50 

Giants of North Wales including Llandudno. 11th – 18th September 2022. £779. Booking 
available from January 2022. To reserve a place please send a cheque deposit of £50 made 
payable to Just for Groups.  (Rita Foulkes -Sherwood Holiday Group) 

Tuesday 25th  Committee Meeting  

 

February 2022  

Thursday  10th  GENERAL MEETING at Turner Hall 9.45am – 12 noon 
To book please contact Margaret Taylor  
Speaker: Steve Lovell – Britain’s Garden Heritage 

Tuesday 22nd  Committee Meeting   

March 2022  

Thursday 10th  GENERAL MEETING at Turner Hall 9.45am – 12 noon 
To book please contact Margaret Taylor on 01623 624266 email 
cynthiamargarettaylor@gmail.com   
To be Confirmed 

Saturday 12th  Gainsborough Old Hall – Price to be confirmed. Booking from January 
((Jane Lowe  - Heritage Group)  

Thursday 17th  COFFEE MORNING – St. Patrick’s Day Bring and Buy. Includes Tombola, cakes and other 
stalls. Turner Hall 10am – 12 noon. Tickets £1 from January.(Committee Fund Raising) 

Saturday 19th  AFTERNOON TEA with Neil Hurst at Turner Hall. 2 – 5pm. Further details to follow. £15 
Tickets available from January.(Social Committee) 

Tuesday 22nd  Committee Meeting  

 

April 2022  

Tuesday 5th  April The Deep and Hull. The Deep and Hull, Tuesday 5th April 2022. Cost £22 including the 
entrance fee to The Deep.  Free time in Hull.  Leaving Iceland 8.50am and Morrisons 9.05 
am. Departing from Hull 4.30 pm.  Names and cheques at January 2022 meeting. Leaving 
Iceland 8.50am and Morrison 9.05 am. Departing from Hull 4.30 pm. (Jean Baker -   2 J’s 
Outings) 

Thursday 14th  GENERAL MEETING at Turner Hall 9.45am – 12 noon 
To book please contact Margaret Taylor To be confirmed 

Wednesday 20th  Theatre - Mama Mia. Price £56.50. Pay by 20th February. 
(Sheila Whalley Cheques to Mansfield and District U3A) 

Monday 25th  National Trust trip to Croome. Price to be confirmed. Booking from February 
(.Liz Wilson and Denise Whitsed)  

Tuesday 26th   Committee Meeting   

Tuesday 26th  Bowling Joint Event with Forest Town. £15. Tickets available from February. 
(Social Committee) 
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