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SHERWOOD   U3A 
Learn Laugh Live  NEWSLETTER  April 2022 

If you have any questions about specific things please contact the following who will find out the 
answers to your concerns and try to come back to you with the answers: 

Chairman                                       Jeremy Lloyd        

Membership                                 Rita Foulkes            

Groups and Postal Members    Terry Dillon             

Welfare                                          Sandra Rogers       

Holidays                                                Contact the holiday organizer  

Treasurer (inc. venues)                  Margaret Taylor   

Deputy Treasurer (groups)          Diane Storey          

Health and Safety                             Claire Wilkie          

Newsletter/General                    Sue Robb                 

 
  

NOTICES   

THIS MONTH’S SPEAKER  
 April   Paula Cornwell   “Mind your Motoring Manners” 
The talk is presented in Character as The Hon. Mrs Victor Bruce, who was a famous racing driver in the 20’s. 

It does involve audience participation and although it is aimed at the ladies, it does very well with mixed audiences. 
May    Dave Moylan   “Funny Turns” 
The show is described as a celebration of the entertainment and the entertainers of days gone by. It is a mix of 
comedy, magic, daft songs and routines remembering some of the country's best-loved performers. 

 

MEETING FOR NEW FULL MEMBERS AND ALL POSTAL MEMBERS: 21st APRIL from 10.00 - 
12.00 at TURNER HALL 

 
We would like to invite all Postal members and New members to a special meeting. 

Come along to Turner Hall to learn about our u3a. You will meet committee members and group leaders.  You can 
sign up for groups, activities, outings and social events.  There will be time to chat and make new friends over a 

cup of tea or coffee. 
This is your chance to find out all about us.  All are welcome. 

 
If you wish to come along to this meeting please contact Terry Dillon. 

 
GROUP LEADERS MEETING 

The next meeting for group leaders is on Wednesday 4th May from 10.00 - 12.00 at Sherwood Welfare. Please let 
me know if you are able to come and if not please try to find someone in your group who can come in your place. I 
will be sending an agenda and minutes from the last meeting nearer to the date and remember to bring a mug. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

This will take place Thursday 9th June at the Ex-Servicemen’s Club, Slant Lane, Mansfield Woodhouse. 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  -  Jeremy Lloyd 

Well we’ve officially started Spring and let us hope it is an uplifting experience despite the terrible news from 
Ukraine and the energy crisis.   Thankfully we have a perfect antidote, our Sherwood U3A, our friendships and our 
various activities.  Let’s make the most of them! 
Whilst Turner Hall is going through a major refurbishment of their toilets we have been able to take advantage of an 
alternative venue, namely Mansfield Woodhouse ex Servicemen’s Club, for our meetings in April, May and June.  
This will allow for monthly meetings in good, pleasant surroundings without disruption.  
 Here’s to a New Beginning for us all! 

 

UP-TO-DATE NEWS FROM THE SHERWOOD COMMITTEE 

Change of Venue for the April, May and June monthly meetings 

As most of you are aware, Turner Hall are now upgrading their toilets and unfortunately the contractors will be 
working throughout our meetings and events to be held at Turner Hall.  The Committee felt to avoid the noise at our 
Thursday meetings when trying to listen to the speaker, that for Thursday 14th April, 12th May and 9th June 2022 we 
temporarily change venue to the Ex-Servicemen’s Club on Slant Lane, Mansfield Woodhouse.  There is a larger 
room which can accommodate more members than Turner Hall and they do not have any Covid restrictions.  
Obviously we would not expect members who have Covid or any symptoms to attend and wearing face masks is 
entirely voluntary. 
The times of the meetings are still the same – doors opening at 9.30am with the meeting starting at 9.45am and 
ending at 12 noon with a speaker and updates on future events, holidays and outings etc. 
As the room has a bigger capacity the Committee would also like to extend an invitation to all of our Postal members 
to these meetings as well.  Unfortunately we ask members to continue to bring their own refreshments to these 
meetings. 
The Committee look forward to seeing everyone at these meetings in April, May and June. 

Newsletters 

Sue Robb, the Editor of the Newsletter has been asked to do a monthly newsletter with effect from April.   PLEASE 
REMEMBER whether you are on the Committee, running a group or event to send in articles and photographs which 
will be of interest to other u3a members.  Individual Members themselves can also contribute to the newsletter 
which Sue will be only too pleased to receive before the date quoted in the current newsletter. 
As you are aware if you are now requiring a printed newsletter you are asked to pay £1 per copy (£12 per annum) 
paid in advance, towards the costs.  The newsletter will be available at the each monthly meeting.  If you have not 
ordered or paid for your newsletter but would wish to have a printed copy please contact Margaret Taylor for 
further details. 
Please note that Postal Members not on email will still continue to have a printed newsletter sent out to them as 
part of their membership. 

Financial Matters 

I am pleased to inform you that with effect from 1st April the accounts will be on-line with Lloyds Bank.  Therefore if 
you usually pay for things via the BACS system you will need the following information:- 
For social events, membership fees and any other non-Group activity you will need to send your payments to Lloyds 
Bank, Sort Code 30.98.97. Account No. 39742862 
For all Group activities including Days Out, Heritage, National Trust etc. you will need to send your payments to 
Lloyds Bank, Sort Code 30.98.97. Account No. 64872063. 
Please ensure that when sending BACS payments you also put on your name and what the payment relates to.  Do 
not send any future payments to the NatWest Bank. 
If you are unsure please ask the person organising the event, group trip, the Treasurer or the Deputy Treasurer.    
If you do not use the BACS option to pay for events, outings, etc. of £10 or over you will need to pay by cheque made 
payable to Sherwood u3a. Cash will only be acceptable for very small amounts.  If however, this causes you a 
problem please speak to the Treasurer.                                                       Margaret Taylor, Treasurer, Sherwood u3a  
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TAKING A CHANCE ON THE COMMITTEE! 
I had been a member of Sherwood u3a for about eleven years before I joined its Committee, not because I didn't 
fancy it, but because living in the Nottingham Sherwood, I was worried about the expense of the extra travelling it 
would probably involve. 
I'm very glad I was talked into changing my mind by Liz Wilson, who said that as Business Secretary, most of the work 
could be done online and so I would need to make only one extra journey a month- to the Committee Meeting. 
I really enjoy these meetings.  Although there are obviously important matters to discuss, humour of some kind is 
never too far away, and we usually have worthwhile treats at the coffee break! 
The last two years have been very challenging for everyone, but as Committee Members we had a particular 
responsibility to keep Sherwood functioning in whatever way we could.  The phone, e mails and Zoom became very 
important. 
Hopefully, we have helped to make the transition back to some sort of normality as painless as it could be. 
 Being on the Committee is rather like being in another group, and we all pull together in our responsible roles to do 
our bit for members.  It's good to know that I've been able to help in some capacity and I've never regretted ‘taking 
the plunge' and opting to join. 
The best way to discover how Committee Meetings work is to come and sit in on a meeting- you would be most 
welcome. There is nothing better than knowing what goes on before you commit yourself. 
Do give it a try at either the  April or May Meetings- on the 4th Tuesday of the month- and then you would hopefully 
feel like joining us at the AGM on Thursday 9th June.  Just contact any of the Committee members who will help to 
arrange it for you. 
Believe me, it's well worth it!  Claire Wilkie 
 

Afternoon Tea with Neil Hurst 
 
If the Coffee Morning started the BUZZ by the Afternoon Tea it had 
reached a CRESCENDO! 
What a “wow” of a time we all 
had! Listening, singing, dancing, 
clapping and of course eating 
and chatting! The following 
notes that I received afterwards 
sum it up –“Just to send a 
massive thank you for today. Not 
only was the event so enjoyable 
but the day was everything the 
u3a is notable for. Great 
interaction between people, yet 
with total respect for the safety 
of each other.”  Dave  

“Great afternoon - food delicious, entertainment really good, gave us all a much-needed feel good lift. Well done!!” 
Eileen 
“Thank you very much for all the Social Committee did for us 
this afternoon. It was super!”  Claire 
“Thanks for this afternoon! I really enjoyed it! Hadn’t done it for 
a long time but what a great way to get back into it. Your u3a 
really is something – fantastic audience, great participation and 
wonderful to see them jigging, dancing, clapping, taking part 
and thoroughly enjoying themselves. Just call and I’ll come back 
anytime – really enjoyed myself!”  Neil Hurst 
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"A Big Thank You" 
 
The Coffee morning held on Thursday 17th March was a sea of green, members wearing green, sporting fancy hats, 
shamrock badges (courtesy of the Craft Group) and everything to point out that this was St. Patrick's 

Day.  Approximately 70 members came to support and "buy" from the various stalls on offer, 
bottles, cakes, bric-a-brac, jewellery, handbags, books and jigsaws etc. and many left with their 

arms full saying what a good morning it had been.  We managed to raise nearly £400 and on 
behalf of the Committee we would like to thank all of the helpers, those who provided items 
to be sold, those members who came to "buy" and finally the refreshment ladies who 
provided us with the welcoming cuppa half-way through the 
meeting.                          Margaret Taylor, Treasurer 

 
 

We’ve Got Our BUZZ Back!! 
It was there at the Coffee Morning, so much so that the no one noticed the drilling in the toilets until it was all over. 
No one just came and went – everyone stayed, chatted, browsed and bought! At the end of the morning all the 
things we had left went to Forest Town for their Coffee Morning.  THANKS to all those that donated “Stuff”. 
THANKS to the eight that came and sorted it into stalls.  While we were doing this we separated out all the toiletries 
and they are going to the Ukrainian Association in Nottingham so they can be taken to Ukraine and Poland. 
THANKS to all the stall holders and helpers on the Morning who made it feel like a real Street Market and gave 
atmosphere!!  Included in that is Margaret and Terry who collated the money. 
THANKS to the members of Forest Town who came, spent and took all the remains away at the end. 
All in all a successful SHERWOOD u3a Morning!!                        Liz Wilson 

 

GROUP NEWS 

 
NEW GENTLE KEEP FIT 
This will take place every Wednesday from 16/3/22 2.00 - 3.00pm at The Fitness Box, Priory Road, Mansfield 
Woodhouse (The old Labour Club). The class will be run by Carol Atherton. The hour will include warm up, stretch, 
some Tai Chi with two other elements. The charge is £5 per session and you can stay afterwards for tea etc. The 
first familiarisation session is free. Car parking facilities available.  For more information please contact Jenny 
Weaver. 
 

DUKERIES U3A BRIDGE GROUP 
The Dukeries Bridge Group meets on the Second and Fourth Tuesday of each month, each session runs from 1 – 
4PM.   We meet at the Jubilee Hall which is situated on Wellow Road in Ollerton, NG22 9AP. The cost of each session 
is currently £3 (We are hoping to reduce this to £2 in the near future.)  
 In the past our group has been attended by members of various other U3A’a in the area. Since COVID this 
attendance has dried up.  
This note is for 3 purposes: 

1. To tell all U3A members that we are back up and running. 
2. To remind all U3a members that they will be welcome to attend our group. 
3. Our biscuits are always at premium level. 

If you would like to discuss the above please ring Colin Barrett. 
 
 

WALKERS  Meet at the beginning of the walk 10am. Those walkers who need a lift meet at Morrison’s Car Park at  

time indicated below. (Please see Ann or Liz the week before if you require a lift so arrangements can be made.) 

4th April  Cancelled 

3rd May  Rufford Park 4miles (Easy)  Start - South Forest Centre Car Park.  Morrisons  9.30am 
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RAMBLES  Meet Morrison’s car park 10am for car share.  
April 13th Weds   The Bramley Apple Trail  6/7miles (Easy) Start - Car Park opposite Southwell Minster NG25 0HD 
21st Thurs  Three Trent Villages  6miles  (Easy) Start – Picnic Area near Fiskerton NG25 0UL 
11th May  KENT HOLIDAY   
 ALERT! Please check the website as some of the rambles changed around so Wednesday ones are more local! Liz W 
 

STROLLERS 
7th April           Newstead Abbey  10.30 start £6 per car.   Led by Jenny Weaver and Sue Rathbone 
5th May             Cresswell Crag,  S80 3LH. 10.30 start. Car Park is  £4 for 3 hours   Led by Eileen Plumb 
 
 

THEATRE 
Contact Sheila Whalley  
Mama Mia Tickets arrived for distribution 
Dream Girls Cancelled 
Fat Friends  Cancelled, Refund requested, should be available April meeting 
Waitress  Wednesday 20th July 2 pm £52.00 Royal Concert Hall.  Pay 20th May  
Cheques to Mansfield and District u3a 
 

 

ORIENTAL AND CONTINENTAL DINING 
29th April  China Rose, 303 Southwell Road, Rainworth, NG21 0BL (Chinese) 6.30 for 7.00pm 
 

INTERNATIONAL DINING 

3rd May     Full Moon, Main St, Morton, nr Southwell, NG25 0UT 6.30 for 7.00pm 
To book contact: Jeremy Lloyd  
 

LUNCH GROUP 
27th April       The Countryman, Kirkby in Ashfield.  Contact: Sue Timmons, Pat Tomsett.   
Meet  12.00 for 12.30pm. Please contact the organiser if you have to cancel. 
 

DAYS OUT 
Tuesday 5th July 2022. Stamford and Burleigh House.  Price to be confirmed.  Pickup Iceland 8am Morrisons 
8.15am.  There will be free time in Stamford leaving at 11.45am to Burleigh where you will be booked in for a Self-Guided 
Tour at 2pm. There will be free time to visit the gardens at Burleigh. There is a Restaurant on site for lunch or a Garden 
Cafe for snacks. Coach leaves Burleigh House at 4.45pm.   Booking is open at the April meeting. Contact Jean Baker (2 J’s 
Outings) 
 

HERITAGE 

25th May Nottingham Castle.  The newly restored Nottingham Castle reopened to the public in summer last year. The 
Ducal Palace is the main building and this is divided into 9 interesting Galleries or sections, including a Rebellion 
Gallery, Mercian Gallery, Lace Gallery and Early Nottingham Craft Gallery. 
VENUE COST: The basic admission price of £10.80, entitles you to visit most of the building, which includes a very 
pleasant Terrace Restaurant in addition to the Galleries. 
Other areas can be visited for an extra charge, paid on the day:- Castle Caves £4.50, Art Tour £4.50 
Robin Hood Adventures(aimed at children) £2.70. 
Coach transport will be provided and pick up at 9am Morrisons,  9.15 Iceland,  to arrive at 10am 3pm return. 
OVERALL PRICE is likely to be between £18 and £24 depending on numbers. 
BOOKING: from March. CONTACT: Claire Wilkie   
 

Please note the changes to the 2022 programme! 
The Book Lovers Walk in June round Nottingham is cancelled!!  

Replaced by 
21st June Tuesday Cannon Hall- Historic House, Park and 

Gardens Cost £10 approx. (depending on fuel prices by June) 

Depart Morrisons 9.30pm Arrive Cannon Hall 11am Depart 

4pm Booking Opens at April Meeting when more details will be 

given! 
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HOLIDAYS                    
Kent    Information Packs will be given out at the April Meeting. If you cannot get to that Meeting, you will be 
contacted and the pack will be posted to you! 
Isle of Wight    Balances are due in April -- £719 payable to Just For Groups 
Wales    Deposits for Wales are still being collected but only Twin and Double Rooms available! 
 

Website     Please note that Important Updates will no longer appear on the HOME page. If there is an Important 

Update your ATTENTION will be referred to the NEWS page which will contain the Update! 
 

NATIONAL TRUST 

Please Note the following change to the 2022 Programme! The cost of travelling 
three hours to Ickworth is prohibitive! Replaced by Tuesday 12th July Packwood House 
and Baddesley Clinton 
 

FAMILY HISTORY 
A story based on the subject of the month - Agricultural Labourers and Hiring Fairs. 

My great great grandfather was an A
g

 Lab in Norfolk in the late 1800s. But cheaper foreign imports etc. made life  
difficult for farmers who had to lay off their labourers. 
Henry Jackson and his family, like many others, went to find work in the towns.  He came to Nottingham and found 
work at Wollaton coal mine.  It must have been terrible, to leave the open fields, fresh air and village community life,  
to live in the soot laden crowded terraces of back to back houses. 
I later sent for Henry's death certificate which said he had drowned in the Great Northern canal when he fell in  
accidentally during a dense fog. 
I write stories based on fact, so wrote about Henry and his family.  I said he had finished his day shift down the mine 
and crossed the nearby canal's lock gates on the way to the Wheatsheaf pub, before the three mile walk home to  
Radford (despite his wife's warning about drinking the wages!) 
Beware Family History buffs!  I later found an account of the inquest on his death in the Nottingham Evening Post, 
January 28th  1909. He had not drowned in the evening but had fallen in the canal in the morning when the fog was 
so thick and it was frosty.  He had ignored his friend's advice to go by road instead.  Make sure you always have 
proof of events. 
His hat was found floating in the water by his friend who went to look for him.                                           Jo Earnshaw 

 
BOOK GROUP  
The Book Group restarted on 24th of September. It was so good to see everyone in person rather than just 
contacting them by Email or by phone. As it had been nineteen months (Feb2020) since we had last met. During that 
time the library had been excellent at providing us with books to keep our reading habit going. 
Our September novel was  "The Hoarder".  This was the story of a man who has such a problem with hoarding that a 
carer is sent to help him.  In looking after him she discovers mysteries related to his wife and daughter and a missing 
girl. 
Next we had "He Said She Said".  This tells how two characters, Laura and Kit witness a crime for 
which they have to give evidence in court.  Even fifteen years later they are still suffering the 
ramifications. The story is told from two different viewpoints with each character having alternate 
chapters.  The November book was  "The Handmaid's Tale". This is the famous story that has been 
adapted for a television series. It is set in a dystopian world where Offred is a handmaid in the  

Republic of Gilead. 
We started the New Year with "A Long Way From Home".  This novel is set in 
Australia where a husband and wife take part in the Redex Trial of 1954. The 
road race takes them right across Australia and is very gruelling. This story not 
only deals with their difficulties but also looks at the Aboriginal roots of Australian life. 
Our latest novel has the intriguing title of "The Woman Who Stole My Life", by the famous author  
Marian Keyes.  So this will be an interesting read. 
However, of course, we also enjoy a very sociable time catching up with everyone's news and 
interests.   If you would like to come and join our group you would be most welcome.  We meet 

on the last Friday of each month at Woodhouse Library at 10 o'clock.                                                            Jenny Sadler 
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Long-Way-Home-Peter-Carey/dp/0571338836&ved=2ahUKEwjy74j4y-32AhVMOBoKHfDHDD4QqoUBegQIERAB&usg=AOvVaw0tMzapa0weBskMZFJtkXUN
https://www.google.co.uk/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Handmaids-Tale-Margaret-Atwood/dp/038549081X&ved=2ahUKEwiT-LP_zO32AhWhgs4BHWtyCsAQqoUBegQIBRAB&usg=AOvVaw12pAb_z3ZEHx3LcscEWlXz
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GARDEN GROUP   Tree Planting 
 
As part of our 10 years anniversary celebrations of the Sherwood u3a Garden Group, many 
of whom are original members, we have sponsored the planting of a native tree. It is in 
conjunction with the National u3a’s effort to plant 10,000 trees for the 40th anniversary.  
The trees are being planted on the England/Wales border. As you may well know, tree 
planting is also part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations.  Trees are apparently 
vital to help reduce Climate Change, and I am sure Her Majesty must be right on this 
subject. We received a certificate from u3a headquarters thanking us for supporting the 
project. 6,000 trees have so far been planted. If anyone is around the Brecon Beacons this 
summer and sees the trees, please do let us know.                                         Marilyn Hughes   
 

 

HERITAGE 

NATIONAL COAL MINING MUSEUM 
On a sunny windy day in late February a happy adventurous band of U3A members 

boarded the Johnson’s coach with the thought of going to see  an industry that has 

long since finished in the UK; coal mining is certainly   industry and tradition.  

The museum is based on a 180 year old pit, Capston Colliery at Overton near 
Wakefield.  It includes a working pithead, underground workings and offers a tour 
to explain the earliest mining methods of the eighteenth century to the present day.  
The site has many attractions especially the pit ponies and their usage from the mid 
nineteenth century. 
We had a really interesting tour of the mine starting with being fitted out with 
safety helmets, lights etc. plus a full safety instruction.  We eventually entered the 
“cage” and descended 140 metres to the bottom of the oldest working shaft in the 
UK.  Our tour underground took us through the earliest stages of mining at the pit 
and the terrible working conditions experienced by men, women and children.  The 
men cutting the coal, the women pulling large heavy tubs of coal from the face to 
the mine shaft on their hands and knees.  Meanwhile children as young as six had to sit completely in the dark, so 
dark you cannot see a thing, opening and closing a safety shutter for twelve hours a day, horrific! 

As we went through the workings our guide “Baz” interestingly explained the 
later developments of mining and the better use of labour, working 
conditions through to the late working and the closure of the pit in 1986. 
We also visited, by the light railway, the colliery buildings at the 
neighbouring Hope Colliery.  We especially enjoyed the pit pony stables, 
stabling four beautiful animals from the small breed ponies through to a 
magnificent Clydesdale horse. 
There was so much to see and we did not manage to see the entire museum 
in the time.  We all agreed that this was a place worth visiting again and we 
will do so in the future.     Jeremy Lloyd 

 

 
GAINSBOROUGH OLD HALL  
Gainsborough Hall is 500 years old and among the best preserved medieval manor houses 
in England, Built by Sir Thomas Burgh in 1460 and now under the care of English Heritage.  
We had a very informative and entertaining guide, Rick, who ushered us round the hall, 
upstairs and down, no mean feat with 44 of us. He explained the rich and varied history of 
this amazing building and gave us a knowledgeable idea of life in the hall over the 
centuries. 
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We visited the Great Hall, with its ornate wooden ceiling and moved onto the impressive medieval kitchen with 2 
enormous fireplaces. Other interesting rooms were explored on the upper levels too.  
A hearty lunch of delicious homemade soup (some of us indulged in second helpings) & sandwiches was served by 
the staff who were ably assisted by our very friendly coach driver, Carl.  
We then had free time to explore at our leisure and a few of us climbed the 59 spiral steps to the Tower and were 
rewarded with amazing 360° views of the River Trent, Gainsborough and North Nottinghamshire.                                                                                                         
Sue Robinson, Jill Smith & Pam Chadwick 

 

 

 


