SHERWOOD U3A
Learn Laugh Live NEWSLETTER April 2021
Hello to all Sherwood U3A members,
Understandably, Sue has not been able to put together this current issue of the newsletter. Therefore, Terry Dillon
and I are helping out and we hope that you can appreciate why this edition may not be up to the usual standard.
Spring is now just around the corner and we are asking our members to please send a short write up with perhaps
a photograph of what Spring means to you. You Gardeners out there – can you give us a few tips on what we should
be doing in our gardens or what we can plant in our window boxes at this time of year? All articles please send to
Terry or me – details below - by WEDNESDAY 28th APRIL 2021. Thank you Terry Dillon and Margaret Taylor.

If you have any questions about specific things please contact the following who will find out the answers
to your concerns and try to come back to you with the answers:
Membership
Rita Foulkes
Groups and Postal Members Terry Dillon
Welfare
Sandra Rogers
Holidays
Contact the holiday organizer whose contact details are in this newsletter.
Financial/General
Margaret Taylor
Newsletter/General
Sue Robb
Zoom meetings
Claire Wilkie

WELFARE - Sandra Rogers would like to thank everyone who have been in touch to thank her following
receipt of a card or a phone call. Please remember that if you know anyone who has not been too well
to get in touch with her as she has a card and message for every occasion!

FUTURE ZOOM MEETINGS

Claire Wilkie

To all those who are prepared to use Zoom, the next Sherwood Meeting is on Thursday 8th April at 10am.
Anyone who has already asked to attend a Meeting need not repeat the request as I will automatically send them the
link each time, but if any new participants wish to join us, they should send an e mail to me and they too will receive
the link the day before the meeting. The committee are all looking forward to meeting more of you at our meetings.
The dates of other future meetings are:13th May and 10th June, all assuming that it is still impossible for us to have a normal Turner Hall Meeting.
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To Sherwood
Members
Wishing you
All a Happy
Easter
From
Sherwood
Committee
Courtesy of Sandra Evans, Sherwood Photography Group

Sandra entitled her photograph “The Lent Lily, the Daffy-down-Dilly”.
On looking this up, the first mention of Daffydowndilly was in the title of a novel by Nathaniel Hawthorne in 1843
called “Little Daffydowndilly”.

Later in Dorothy L. Sayers’ novel Unnatural Death, the barrister Mr Towkington advises Lord Peter Wimsey to
be careful to avoid libel:
‘You are too easily surprised,’ said Mr Towkington. ‘Many words have no legal meaning. Others have a legal
meaning very unlike their ordinary meaning. For example, the word “daffy-down-dilly”. It is a criminal libel to
call a lawyer a daffy-down-dilly. Ha! Yes, I advise you never to do such a thing. No, I certainly advise
you never to do it.’
Why this advice – because A ‘daffy-down-dilly’ is a lawyer who engages in double dealing, that is, representation of
both sides in a case, for his own advantage.
Other meanings:
 A daffodil; used at first in the generic sense. Still a widespread popular name of the Yellow Daffodil.
 A shrub: probably the Mezereon, which is still so called in Yorkshire ‘from the slight similarity of the Greek
name Daphne with Daffodil’ (Britten and Holland).
 Eric Partridge adds another meaning, A dandy: circ. 1830-80
However many of us may remember it as a Nursery Rhyme which is still sung today to very young children.

Daffy-down-dilly has come to town
With a yellow petticoat
And a pretty green gown.
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It's daffodil time again! Everywhere their bright yellow heads are popping up, happy harbingers of spring.
This amiable nursery rhyme poem (which has been attributed to Mother Goose) captures the heady cheeriness
of the daffodil like no other I think. Enjoy!
Daffy Down Dilly
Daffy-down-dilly Is new come to town,
With a petticoat green, And a bright yellow gown,
And her little white blossoms Are peeping around.
Now don't you call this A most exquisite thing?
Don't it give you a thrill With the thought of the spring,
Such as once, in your childhood, You felt, when you found
The first yellow buttercups Spangling the ground?
When the lilac was fresh With its glory of leaves,
And the swallows came fluttering Under the eaves?
When the bluebird flashed by like a magical thing,
And you looked for a fairy Astride of his wing?
When the clear, running water, Like tinkling of bells,
Bore along the bare roadside A song of the dells,—
And the mornings were fresh With unfailing delight,
While the sweet summer hush Always came with the night?
O daffy-down-dilly, With robings of gold!
As our hearts every year To your coming unfold,
And sweet memories stir Through the hardening mould,
We feel how earth's blossomings Surely are given
To keep the soul fresh For the spring-time of heaven!
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Goodbye to our Friend, Chris
It is with great sadness that we have to report the death of Chris Robb and I am sure that we all send our love and
support to his wife, Sue.
Upon this news travelling throughout the membership and other U3As I have been told and sent so many sentiments
on how Chris affected their lives – he wasn’t just someone that you could forget – it has been quite overwhelming and
these comments have enabled me to put together a picture of one of life’s “gentlemen”.
Obviously at Sherwood we knew him as the “Mr. Fixit”, the man who could set up the equipment, sort us out if there
was a problem with the mikes and keep a beady eye on ensuring the all equipment was up to standard and was not
likely to blow us up. He provided the equipment for all of the social functions within Sherwood and his fame was that
he was also called upon by Notts. Network and the Neighbourhood Group to help out at training conferences and
meetings and other new U3As which were setting up in the local area, Forest Town U3A for example. Upon opening
at the local church they experienced quite a few problems with the sophisticated sound system which only Chris would
tackle, other members shied away from it as being too complicated, and thus earned his title of the Forest Town
“sound” man. However as his commitments grew he encouraged Bob Hunt to take over, and he became a good friend
and a fellow band member.
He became a member of their Poetry Group. In tribute Forest Town have said that ‘he was a much liked member of
Forest Town, very amenable and always helpful, he will be missed’.
He was very heavily involved in music, being a guitar player for many years and a lover of vintage guitars. He helped
to form the first band “Rave-On” at Forest Town U3A and went to play at various gigs throughout the local area, gaining
a fan base who loved the music and would often get up wherever they were to “strut their stuff”. The band later
evolved into “Now or Never”.
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Rave On
He helped to form the Eclectic Music Group at Sherwood and the 60’s Music Group at Forest Town, not forgetting his
famous “music” section on Quiz Night.
Although not professing to have “the voice” in the bands, he did become a member of the choir which was formed
from members of Sherwood and Mansfield U3A. The choir – later known as “Harmony”, performing in concerts
alongside “Bellisima”. They regularly entered the Mansfield Music and Drama Festival.
On a more serious note he and Sue were also founder members of Sherwood and both served on the Committee in
the very early years. He helped with setting up the Finance and Fund-Raising Sub-Committee, helping the Treasurer
to submit applications for various grants and also guiding new U3A’s through the process. Chris also met up with
new/potential members of the U3A at their coffee mornings advising them of the groups and welcoming them to the
U3A. He always had time for anyone and nothing was too much trouble.
He was also a model railway enthusiast a hobby he shared with a fellow band member.

He also loved “real ale” and managed to sample quite a few!

He particularly enjoyed going on holiday with Sue, exploring both different areas of the United Kingdom and cruising
abroad, and getting together with his family. The pride he felt when he became grandad to Esme was special and he
loved to be in her company, playing hide and seek in the lovely garden that both he and Sue had cultivated.
And so we remember this remarkable man and to quote one of the members of the Eclectic Music Group which sums
Chris up perfectly –

“Chris was a lovely man who always had a smile to give away”

Tributes and Photographs from Margaret Taylor and other members of the U3A
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT –Liz Wilson
I have no words to describe the sadness and loss I feel about Chris Robb’s death! He was there from the very beginning
when we were working to get Sherwood U3A off the starting blocks. We worked together on so many things; getting
grants, the Website, buying equipment, using equipment at Social events, planning Social events, preparing for Social
events (wrapping pass the parcels and thinking up forfeits), working on the Committee and at Members’ Monthly
Meetings, the list is endless. We socialised together on Rambles, Thoresby holidays, International Dining, Afternoon
Tea Group and celebrated many birthdays and special occasions. I can’t imagine life without him; whether it’s having
a laugh, arguing about Margaret Thatcher, planning an event, walking round your garden, watching you devour a big
bowl of Tia Maria Trifle at wine group parties or just seeing you at events and knowing you would be there and I could
rely on you ---I’ll miss you, Chris X
My next is an apology to Irene Berridge, who had actually been running the National Trust Holidays for much longer
and had organised and run many more visits than I put in my last report – I was only about five years and 30 trips out
--- SORRY IRENE!!
However --- GOOD NEWS (I’m sure Chris would be
pleased)! We are hoping to launch our new WEBSITE
on the 1st April, the day of Chris’s funeral. Again,
hopefully, there will be a link on the new Website
through which you can watch the service or view it
later. There will also be lots of details about
Rambles, Holidays and trips to add to the info in the
Newsletter.
Don’t worry though if you haven’t got Wi-Fi, you can always ring the organisers for more information.
Talking of WI-FI, the next Zoom meeting for Members will have the following:
Jenny will be your Hostess with the mostest
Jenny will also be telling us about “Dining Out” at Tom Brown’s
Denise will be telling us about the two-night stay which incorporates Thursford
I will be taking you on another trip down Memory Lane
I will also be telling you about some new features on the website including the Holiday to Scotland in September
Jenny will then pass it over to you to tell us about your most memorable holiday (not necessarily a U3A one!)
I just hope that we can all meet up soon --- I’m seriously suffering from withdrawal symptoms!
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GROUP NEWS
All Members including Postal Members are reminded that they can join any group, within Sherwood U3A or the
North Notts. Neighbourhood and go on any of the trips etc. mentioned, providing there is room available.
DINING OUT – FRIDAY 28.05.21.
Subject to covid restrictions being eased, Jenny Weaver has organised a meal at Tom Brown’s, Gunthorpe – meeting
at 6.30pm, meal to start at 7pm. The landlord has arranged for a marquee dining area with tables arranged
appropriately. Details of the menu can be found on the new Web Site or from Jenny. Anyone interested should contact
Jenny Weaver.
HERITAGE GROUP
Members of the Heritage Group are hoping to arrange the following visits, obviously dependent upon future covid
restrictions. It is too early to start making arrangements yet – we don’t yet know when venues will be open - but,
anyone keen to go on any trip(s) may contact Liz Wilson or Jane Lowe.

September 2021
October 2021
November 2021
February 2022
March 2022
April 2022
May 2022
June 2022
July 2022

Nottingham Cemetery
Denby Pottery, Ripley
Museum of Time Keeping, Upton
Hodsocks Priory
Pheasantry Brewery Tour, East Markham
William Booth Birthplace, Sneinton
Nottingham Castle
Chesterfield Canal and Boat Trip
Gold Star Guided Tour, Nottingham

Organiser
Claire Wilkie
Jane Lowe
Liz Wilson
Denise Whitsed
Jane Lowe
Liz Wilson
Claire Wilkie
Denise Whitsed
Liz Wilson

NATIONAL TRUST
Obviously dependent on future covid restrictions, Liz and Denise have organised the following trips. If anyone is
interested in going on any of the following trips please contact:Liz Wilson or Denise Whitsed
September 2021
September/October 2021
April 2022
June 2022

The Firs (Edward Elgar) Greyfriars House and Worcester
Anglesey Abbey and Lode Mill
Moseley Old Hall and Wightwick Manor
West Wycombe Park and village

HOLIDAYS
20th – 25th September 2021 Lochs and Glens, Scotland. £499. Staying for 4 nights at the Claymore Hotel,
Arrochar and 1 night at the Tinto Hotel, Symington. Excursions include a circulate tour of the Trossachs,
Loch Lomond, Callander, a cruise on Loch Katrine, the Falkirk Wheel and Stirling Castle, Glencoe, Oban and
Edinburgh. Deposit £50. Insurance £30 (which includes cover for any covid 19 related cancellations).
(Pat Magness, Sherwood Holiday Group)

16th – 18th November 2021. Thursford. 2 Night Break with half board staying at Hotel Caley Hall, Hunstanton. Price
APPROX. £285. Places available from 9am 9th April.
Day 1 – Travel to Thursday, arriving approx. 12 pm – optional lunch and extravaganza tour, show at 2pm.
Day 2 – Visit to Norwich Day 3 – Return home via Holt (where Camilla does her Christmas shopping for Charles).
As we are unable to meet at present please contact Denise for availability and type of room – single, twin or double.
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When a place is confirmed a £50 deposit cheque payable to Skills Holidays should be sent to Denise. Please state
who you will be sharing with, telephone and email address. Once booked monies are non-refundable unless a
replacement is found. (Denise Whitsed. Sherwood Holiday Group)
Kent Holiday - hopefully will be moved to May 2022. Cheques for 2021 holiday will be returned at our first Monthly
Meeting when deposits for 2022 will be taken. (Rita Foulkes, Sherwood Holiday Group)
Potters Holiday - hopefully will be moved to June 2022. Date and further information to be confirmed.
(Denise Whitsed. Sherwood Holiday Group)

Isle of Wight Holiday - hopefully will be moved to July 2022. Deposit cheques will be taken at our first Monthly
meeting. (Rita Foulkes Sherwood Holiday Group)
Llandudno – Date and further information to be confirmed. (Rita Foulkes, Sherwood Holiday Group)

MIRTHY ONLINE TALKS
If you’re interested in online talks, you may wish to try this site - www.mirthy.co.uk.
The Tuesday talks are chargeable, usually £2.99. Those on Thursdays are free.

At the top of the home page click on the teal box “Click here to see our talks”.
Next page : Click on “Register Now” in the “For Individuals” box
This takes you to a catalogue of talks. Scroll down for details.

=============================
Future Lives Open Space event
Hi Everyone

The Future Lives Project is part of Research & Shared Learning and is holding an event on 13th April to
consult members about the direction the project might take.
Invitation to online event 13th April 2021, 10.00-12.00
The u3a Future Lives Group wants to engage with you. What can we do to achieve a brighter future for older
people? What issues are most important to you to help us live better lives?
The Future Lives Group has identified three themes to explore, and one of these may interest you.
It will be an Open Space event, and you will have an opportunity to express your views. Together we will identify our
priorities to take forward to achieve improvements in our lives. More information can be found
at https://sites.google.com/view/u3a-future-lives/home
Enrol here https://forms.gle/ygDGfJboh5HyLPHt5

Sandi Rickerby - Trustee for the North East

=============================
Information from National Office – Free Learning Events
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Our relationship with leading organisations, built up over many years, has meant we are in a position to offer selected
national events online ensuring that learning is still available to our U3As and their members. This includes events with
the National Gallery, Royal Institution, Guildhall Art Gallery, and the British Library (for which there may be a charge).
We are also offering a number of workshops, webinars and interactive sessions delivered by members for members,
which are free to join. These are in high demand and spaces are limited, particularly for those with an interactive
element. At the time of booking please ensure that you are committed to attending to avoid other members missing
out on places. If you are unable to attend please cancel your place through Eventbrite.
Many online events are being delivered via the Zoom video conferencing/webinar platform. We have some 'How to
Guides' and are offering 'Online Tutorials' for using Zoom that may assist you if you are not familiar with this tool.
The Garrett Sisters – Millicent Fawcett & Elizabeth Garrett Anderson
A talk by Bruce Jewell of Stafford u3a.
Exploring Roman Worcester
A presentation by Carolyn Clarke of Worcester u3a
Staying Safe Online
A talk on cyber-security by Barry Linton of Thorpe Bay u3a
Grinling Gibbons: The Michaelangelo of Woodcarving
Egyptology – Gods & Goddesses
A talk by Neil Stevenson, u3a subject advisor for Egyptology
The Story of Motown
A 4-week series with Lee Wellbrook of Thanet u3a
A Taste of Japan
With Hilary Jones and Derek Beddow.
Maths on the Back of an Envelope
Join Rob Eastaway for an online talk
Discovering Japan
Join Hilary Jones for a talk including a live link to Japan,
followed by a Q&A
Maths Activities and Games
John David Martin, Subject Adviser for Maths. & Stats. For an
interactive workshop

Thursday 1st April at 10am
Free – Online via Zoom
Wednesday 7th April at 10am
Free – Online via Zoom
Thursday 8th April at 2pm
Free – Online via Zoom
Thursday 8th April
Free – Online via Zoom
Monday 12th April at 2pm
Free – Online via Zoom
Tuesday 13th April – 4th May
Free – Online via Zoom
Tuesday 13th April at 2pm
Free – Online via Zoom
Wednesday 21st April at 2pm
Free – Online via Zoom
Thurs 22ND April at 10.30am
Free - online via Zoom
Thursday 29th April at 2.30pm.
Free – Online via Zoom

If you wish to receive this information from National Office direct you can register to receive a regular newsletter
which gives the latest news on U3As nationally and locally. Simply go to the site of the National Office, Third Age Trust
and register your details.

=============================
FINALLY….

David Rose from Hucknall u3a has kindly sent this Easter quiz and is happy for us to share it.
Part 1 of 25 questions is included this month with the answers and Part 2 in the May newsletter.
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1

Which year was the film Easter Parade released?

1948
1950

1952
1954

2

Who turned down the role of Rose in the film Titanic?

Jennifer Aniston
Kate Beckinsale

Gwyneth Paltrow
Norah Batty

3

Three dogs survived the sinking of the Titanic

True or False

4

Sean Connery played James Bond….

4 times
6 times

5 times
7 times

5

Do-Re-Mi was the song in The Sound of Music the von
Trapps reprised at the folk festival in the film

True or False

6

Pansies
Sweet Peas
True or False

Daisies
Poppies

7

Another Julie Andrews film: Which kind of flowers did
Mary Poppins wear in her hair?
Steven Spielberg directed ET: The Extra-Terrestrial

8

Which city is built on seven hills?

9

In ancient Rome, “damnatio ad bestias” was a method
of execution involving …

Rome
Pompeii
Crucifixion
Gladiators

Paris
Edinburgh
Wild Animals
Beheading

10 According to the lyrics in the musical Les Miserables,
“at the end of the day….

You’re left alone
Nothing ever changes

You’re another day older
You can finally rest

11 Little Jack Horner sat in a corner eating which kind of
pie?

Chicken
Cherry

Christmas
Christening

12 In the lyrics of Leonard Cohen’s Hallelujah, “you saw
her bathing….
13 Which of these is a jazz piano style that arose from
ragtime players?
14 How many strings are there on a violin

In the sea
In the Lake
slip
stagger
3

Under the waterfall
On the roof
sway
stride
5

4

6

15 Which of the Beatles would be the oldest?

John
George

Paul
Ringo

16 What comes first, the day known as Easter Friday or
Good Friday?

Easter Friday

Good Friday

17 The word “Maundy” derives from the Latin
“Mandatum” but what does it mean
18 How was Jesus fastened to the cross?

Money
Commandment
Nails through hands
Nails through hands
and feet
Argentina
Peru
True or False

Renewed
Thankful
Nails through feet

20
40
True or False

30
50

Good Tuesday
Fat Tuesday
Miriam Margolyes
Julie Walters
5

Fine Tuesday
Crepe Tuesday
Joanna Lumley
Dawn French
6

7
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19 Easter Island belongs to which South American
country?
20 The Dutch were the first Europeans to discover Easter
Island on Easter Sunday in 1922
21 How many days does Lent last for
22 The garden of Gethsemane is on a hill known as The
Mount of Olives
23 The equivalent of Shrove Tuesday is known in France
as?
24 Which British actress provided the voice for the
Cadbury’s Caramel bunny?
25 A large packet of mini eggs contains 27 eggs. There are
80 u3a members at a meeting. What is the minimum
number of packets of mini eggs I should buy so that
each person gets 2 eggs?
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Chile
Bolivia

